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weak, naturally tries a counter-attack:—If on the other hand
the gerund theory is satisfactory and recognized, how is it
conceivable that people should leave out the possessive >s in
the reckless way they do? To which, however, the Gerund
makes reply:—I regret that they do leave it out, but at least
we can see how tliey come to; it is the combined result of a
mistake and an inconvenience. The mistake is caused by
certain types of sentence in which a real, not a fused participle
is so used that the noun and its (unfused) participle give a
sense hardly distinguishable from a possessive noun and a
gerund. Examples are:
This plan has now been abandoned owing to circumstances requiring
the convocation of representatives of the people at the earliest possible
moment.—Times.
... by imposing as great difficulty as possible on parents and publicans
using child messengers.—Times.
Of course no obstacles should be put in the way of cliaritable people
providing free or other meals if they think fit.—Ti?nes.
The notion of the Czar being addressed in such terms by the nobility
of his capital would have been regarded as an absolute impossibility.—
Spectator.
There is of course a difference. For instance, in the example
about the Czar, as in a previous one about conceiving Matthew
Arnold permitting, the participle has a pictorial effect; it invites
us to imagine the physical appearance of these two great men
under indignity instead of merely thinking of the abstract
indignity, as we should have done if Czar^s and Arnolds had
shown that we had a gerund; but the difference is very fine;
the possessive sign might be inserted without practical effect
in all these four, and in hundreds like them. And unlearned
people may be excused for deducing that the subject of the
gerund can be used at pleasure without the possessive sign,
while the learned comfort themselves with the fused-participle
theory. That is the mistake. The inconvenience is this: it is
easy enough to use the possessive adjectives (my, &c.,) and to
add the possessive sign to most names and many single nouns;
but the subject of a gerund is often a long phrase, after which

